


Academic Integrity Policy
How we work honestly in this course — including how you may and may not use AI.
Our commitment: honesty
In this course, honesty matters. Your work has to be your own, so that your marks actually reflect what you did and what you learned. That means taking responsibility for your work, giving credit to anyone who helped you, and citing your sources properly, in APA style.
What academic dishonesty is
Academic dishonesty means handing in someone else's work, or work you did not really do, as if it were yours. It includes:
plagiarism (copying and pasting without citing),
cheating on a test or an exam,
working with someone else on something that was assigned as individual work,
making up data or results, or changing your data so that it fits the answer you expected, or
using artificial intelligence (AI) to do the work for you.
Using artificial intelligence (AI)
What is allowed: AI as a tool
You can use AI to help you:
find ideas or build an outline,
check your grammar and improve your writing style,
understand a difficult topic, the way you would with a tutor, or
format your citations (always check them, because AI gets citations wrong).
What is not allowed: academic dishonesty
You cannot use AI to:
write text that you copy and paste into an assignment,
summarize or paraphrase your sources for you,
create, complete or "clean up" data or results for a lab, or
do your homework, your quizzes or your tests.
The basic principle: the work you hand in has to come from your own thinking, in your own words.
Telling me how you used AI
If you use AI at all on an assignment, say so. Add a short note at the end of your work that names the tool and the model you used and explains what you used it for. One or two sentences is enough. Using AI in an allowed way is never a problem; hiding it is.
Example: "I used ChatGPT (GPT-5) to help me build an outline for this lab report and to check my grammar. All of the writing and the data are my own."
Example: "I used Google Gemini (2.5 Flash) to explain diffusion to me before I started. I did not use it to write any part of this assignment."
When in doubt, ask me
If you are not sure whether something is allowed, ask me before you hand the work in. You will never get in trouble for asking. It is much easier to sort out a question ahead of time than to sort out a problem afterwards.
Assignment instructions come first
Some assignments will have their own rules about AI, written in the instructions. Those rules replace this policy for that assignment. For example, an assignment may say that no AI may be used at all, for any part of the task. If the instructions on an assignment and this policy do not agree, follow the assignment instructions.
If I have concerns about your work
If I have a question about whether the work you handed in is your own, I will follow a fair and private process.
1. I look first
Before I talk to you, I look carefully at your work, at the sources you may have used, and at anything else I have, including reports from detection software. Detection software is only one signal, and it is never enough on its own. It can be wrong, so it never decides anything by itself. This step is about understanding the situation before we talk about it.
2. We talk, privately
Then I set up a time to meet with you. The goal is a conversation, not an accusation. I will ask you to walk me through how you did the work, to show me your notes or drafts, and to explain your ideas in your own words. This is the part that matters most, and it is the part that is fairest to you.
3. A fair decision
After we talk, I make a decision based on everything I know.
If there is no sign of dishonesty, the matter is closed.
If dishonesty is confirmed, the consequence depends on how serious it was, on how many times it has happened, and on your own circumstances. It may mean redoing the work, so that you actually learn what the assignment was for. In a serious case, or if it keeps happening, it can mean a mark of zero and a report to administration.
4. If you disagree
If you or your parents or guardians disagree with my decision, you can appeal it. Another teacher or an administrator will then review your work and my decision independently. After that review, the decision is final.
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